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Welcome to the RDCT Quarterly Newsletter 

As we had favourable feedback from our first public newsletter, we have decided to publish a quarterly 

edition to keep you up to date. 

A view from our Chairman, Dr John Hedges 

After the pent-up tensions of Covid 19 restrictions since March 2020, it is 

natural that people are longing for the end of the pandemic. The sense of 

happy optimism amongst the people attending Vaccination Centres has 

been palpable and welcome. 

However, it is important that both RDCT clients and volunteers remain 

vigilant in maintaining good infection control measures over the coming 

months. The Covid 19 virus is a wily organism that constantly surprises the 

experts, making their predictions of the progress of the pandemic difficult. 

Drivers and clients must continue to maintain high standards of hand and 

surface contact hygiene, with good quality prevention of respiratory infection by the use of masks, social 

distancing, as much as possible in vehicles, and good ventilation of vehicles despite the cold weather. My 

caution is reflected by the change of advice to people advised to shield by the NHS, who must now continue 

shielding until 31st March 2021 at the earliest. 

I accept that my caveat will be viewed as unnecessarily pessimistic, but I do not want one of my volunteers 

or clients to be the last person to die of Covid 19. The RDCT community has succeeded throughout the 

pandemic, in providing an uninterrupted service without attrition from coronavirus mortality or mobility. 

Let’s ensure we don’t let our standards of infection control slip. 

We made the Headlines!  

The start of the Covid 19 vaccination program was 

the hot topic just before Christmas and the Crow’s 

December the 17th edition gave us pride of place, 

with coverage extended to page 2 to give more 

information about what RDCT can offer. 

Since then, we have transported over 200 people to 

their vaccinations and already have another 60 

bookings in the diary. We have taken people to all 

vaccination venues in the region and are doing so 7 

days a week. 

Articles in local village magazines, newsletters and 

web sites have produced more volunteer drivers to 

help and we have a 100% success rate in fulfilling 

journey requests this year to all medical 

appointments. 

RDCTs involvement in the roll-out has been 

recognised as important. In January, all of our 

current drivers, in their role as front-line charity 

workers, became eligible for their Covid 19 

vaccination ahead of their age bracket. This is 

helping to protect them, their families and their 

clients. Drivers are also able to get a Covid 19 test 

weekly, in Royston, to help keep everyone safe.  
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Masks 

Masks have become a regular item of apparel, but please remember good hygiene is essential. 

Reusable masks should be washed after each day's wear in washing detergent and water at a 

minimum temperature of 60 degrees C.  Reusable masks should have three layers. Disposable masks should 

be disposed of daily. Wearing a mask that is not clean can cause more harm than good to you and others. 

Our Vehicle Fleet 

RDCT currently have 2 minibuses available for use, both with 

wheelchair access, so if you have difficulty accessing a car, we 

are available to take you to your medical appointments.  

When the lockdowns started the use of the minibuses was 

drastically reduced as day centres closed. We are excited, that as 

we write, we are planning the transport for the return of our first 

day centre, a glimmer of hope for the future! It will look very 

different as the requirement for social distancing rules will 

reduce the number of passengers we can carry on each bus.  

Our other buses are SORNed until they are needed. We will have to reassess our minibus fleet when we 

know more about our new future requirements. 

Finance 

One delightful result of the previous edition was the many donations we received. Thank you for your 

amazing generosity! We are more confident about our future finances with a mixture of funding from our 

regular council sources and applications going into new sources to make up the shortfall. 

300 Club 

Our 300 club continues to be of great financial help to us, and again, thanks to all of you who buy an annual 

number. There are 5 monthly prizes from £10 to £25, and an extra £50 quarterly and £100 at Christmas. If 

you would like to join the 300 Club please contact the Office. 

Supporting RDCT with Amazon Smile 

Did you know? Amazon donates 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) 

of eligible purchases to a charitable organisation of your choice. Royston & District Community Transport is 

registered with Amazon Smile and would be grateful if you would support them when you go shopping. 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 

Support Royston & District Community Transport by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.co.uk 

Thriplow Daffodil Weekend 

Once again, the famous Thriplow Daffodil Weekend has been cancelled. 

Normally at this time of year RDCT is preparing to provide the free minibus 

service driving visitors around the village, a service that raises us between 

£1,000 - £1,200 each year. The event is in planning for next year, we look 

forward to seeing you there. 

Without our volunteers, we would not be able to offer our service.  

We are very grateful to them. 

We wish you all a Happy Easter and look forward to getting back to normal soon! 

 


